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A residency program coordinator asked me recently, “Will the new UBC E2P PharmD students talk about practice 

as the place where they apply their book knowledge, as some students do now?”  My response was simply, “I hope 

they don’t make a distinction between book knowledge and practice.”   

 

The landscape of pharmacy education is rapidly changing.  It is an exciting and challenging time to be involved in 

evolving pharmacy degree programs and residency programs in the directions the profession has expressed 

pharmacy training needs to go so that pharmacists can fulfill the professional roles of the present and future.  

 

Change of this magnitude brings a sense of uncertainty to students, prospective students, and employers.  As BSc 

programs disappear, E2P PharmD programs launch. As post-graduate PharmD programs disappear, new kinds of 

advanced pharmacy practice residency programs and clinical Master’s programs fill the void.  Combined-degree 

programs will soon emerge. Certifications and specializations abound.  Amid all this change, the most important 

question for learners is unchanged:  What do you want to do with your life?  Every program is designed to help 

learners achieve certain professional aspirations or be a gateway to others.  Where are you going?  What do you 

want to do? With those answers in hand, the educational path will emerge.   

 

And how pharmacy students learn our profession is changing too.  The articles in this issue present a fascinating 

sampling of new approaches to learning pharmacy.  New programs integrate aspects of the pharmaceutical sciences 

in far more ambitious ways.  Skills (e.g. physical assessment) become increasingly essential.  What you can do 

begins to outshine what you know.   

 

Ultimately, patients must benefit from these seismic changes to how pharmacists are trained.  But those benefits 

do not accrue automatically. A continuing commitment by programs, faculty, employers, and just as importantly, 

students, to embracing change and amplifying their skills is what will produce the future we desire.   

 

We are well on our way to realizing my hopes for how students see their skills:  Knowing, then doing.  
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