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 The UBC PSSJ is the culmination of a remarkable effort by a group of highly-motivated and innovative 

pharmacy students to go where no others have gone before… namely, an undergraduate student-run peer-

reviewed open-access pharmacy journal. The risks and challenges are immense. Even as an experienced journal 

editor, it would be unimaginable for me to see my editorial team members graduating every year or two and 

having to garner new editors to continue the legacy. That said, no worthwhile endeavour is ever achieved 

without the undertaking of substantial risks.  Not only is there a large pharmacy student community in Canada, 

but by spreading the word to other pharmacy student organizations in the U.S. (Rho Chi, for example) and 

beyond, the UBC PSSJ will be able to ensure the success of this enterprise. 

 The theme of this inaugural issue is quite appropriately focused on the innovative pharmacy practices local 

and abroad. Readers will find practical gems such as: interpreting cardiovascular risks and the nocebo effect, and 

tips on using information technology to support their practice; insights into international and inter-provincial 

practices to help identify trends and opportunities; and answers to important questions about the transition from 

student to practitioner addressed through assessment of grading schema and programs to introduce students to 

practice settings and practice-based research. 

 I hope that readers will be stimulated and encouraged to read, recommend, and submit articles to the UBC 

PSSJ as well as join me in applauding this tremendous initiative. Best wishes for the UBC PSSJ's long and 

successful journey! 
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