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All too familiar to pharmacy students are concerns about the job prospects in the 
saturated and competitive job market. Complaints about the increased class size, lack 
of positions in major cities, or a large number of international pharmacy graduates 
(IPGs) being licensed to practice in Canada are commonly heard. However, we 
believe what seems like a troubling or stressful time for current and future 
pharmacists could indeed be an opportunity for growth for individuals and 
advancement for the profession at large. In this issue, PSSJ presents to the readers the 
stories of some IPGs, perspectives from the educators, and thoughts of graduating 
students at UBC. Further, international collaboration in research and interesting work 
experience abroad are featured. It is our hope that you will feel encouraged and 
excited about the future with more broadened perspectives, with adventurous and 
ambitious minds. Good luck on your journey! 
 

 
Best Wishes, 

 
Jennifer Jun 
Editor-in-Chief 2015-16 

 

The brainstorming process for this issue started early last summer. My co-chief-
editor, Jennifer and I wanted to create an issue that would retain our vision of 
promoting scholarship and dialogue in pharmacy but also to be relevant to the day-
to-day life of pharmacy students. After collecting inputs from the team, we decided 
on the theme of international pharmacy. We believe that it is a topic that is relevant 
to the student body because globalization has a profound impact on the pharmacy 
profession. As massive amounts of information are exchanged and people are 
transported in and out of our country daily, many people see globalization as a threat 
to their current way of living. For example, international pharmacists are seen as 
competition for already-limited job openings. However, if we look beyond these 
competitions, we will also see many opportunities being opened up as a result. These 
opportunities include global collaboration on pharmaceutical research projects, and 
utilization of our resources to help those in need across the globe. Still, many more 

are awaiting our discovery. I hope this issue can help inspire you to explore and seize these opportunities. Go out 
and explore!  

Wishing you a bright future, 

 
Sarah Cheng 




